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The timing of this conference is right. We know the key issues and drivers 
of women’s economic empowerment. We now need to craft solutions, 
define specific actions, and secure the commitment of our participants, 
partners and networks to act. I am delighted that WEI has organized this 
conference, in collaboration with the host organization - WES, to bring 
together thought leaders and partners representing civil society, the private 
sector, public sector, and academia. With our WEI Board, specialists and 
wider team, WEI is leveraging its global networks, a�liations, and 
expertise to share knowledge and engage participants in active dialog and 
action to advance the women’s economic empowerment agenda for the 
benefit of all.

Margo Thomas
WEIForward,Founder and President
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